
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group 
reads the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s 
weekend readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on 
the readings. The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. 
You can use them or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, January 27, 2019  
Gospel Reading: Luke 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21  

Since many have undertaken to complete a narrative of the events that have been 
fulfilled among us, just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of 
the word have handed them down to us, I too have decided, after investigating everything 
accurately anew, to write it down in an orderly sequence for you, most excellent 
Theophilius, so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received. 

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news of him spread 
throughout the whole region.  He taught in their synagogues and was praised.  He came to 
Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to the custom into the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day.  He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah.  He 
unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the 
poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”  Rolling up the scroll, 
he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue 
looked intently at him.  He said to them, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”  
 
Questions to Ponder: 
 

1. Does this gospel reading reassure you about what we have read in the Bible about the 
life of Jesus?  Have you ever wondered about the writers of the gospels and how they 
knew Jesus? 

2. Jesus quotes Isaiah  as he says “He brings glad tidings to the poor.” How can you bring 
these glad tidings to the poor in 2019?   

3. Has Jesus’ “fame” spread throughout your region, your community, your family, your 
life?  In what ways? 
 

Let’s end with the “Glory Be”    “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen” 


